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hile assigned to the U,S, Military Liai
Fotszdam, Ezxst Germarnv, the author had several cornversztions
i th Souvjet officere concerning the Second Warlg idar,
Euilding on this experience, the Soviet versicon of the: war
is presentsd using & variety of Soviet cources and

son Missior in
&

emphaszising differences with the Western vercion, The
autthor then discusses the problemsz with both wvwersione and

concludesz that the truth is somewhers betvmezen the oo
accountse. The most seriouz problem ig that cur deemphas

sis
of the Great Fatrictic lar has allowed U.S., &rmy cfficers to
cverlcok the major campaigns and main course oFf the war zt
well as fail to study the tactice, strategy, &nd Joctrins of

our most peowertul potential enemy todaw, Military cfficers
need to know this war far better than they d:z
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Convercsations with a Soviet Officer —— Towards a More

Baljanced Yiew of Hicstory

—

*To be a successful soldier you must know history,..,. What you must know is how man reacts. Weapons
change but man who uses them changes not at all, To win batties you do not beat weapons -- you beat

the soul of the man of the enemy man," -- Letter to Cadet George S. Patton IV from his father (4 June

1944 (D

"1 you wart a new idea, read an old book.® -- An anonymous historian (2)

Im 1980 ] wae assigned to the U.S. Mil tzrv Lizieon

Miceion in Potzdam, Ezcst Germany. Rs & Liaison OFfficer to

L4

T
"M

]

=

(I}

CIMT, Group of Soviet Forcee inm Germany (GEFGY, I had an
spportunity shared by very few U.E, Armr officers to engage
in freguent conversations with Soviet cofficers, These
toportunities occurred at both formal o and intormal sccial

furncticns az well az 1n the conduct of bucsin

U]
n
tn
[a]
[
~

Soviet officerse were uncomfeortable in the preszercze of

Mesternerz and were ususlly reltycrtent to ai

11}

Tusz 3y teopic

with plirtrcal cvertones., Howewer, one officer dtgd not she

s
n‘| +

from controversial subjecte and wes particulariy
interezsted in the Western “"interpretation” of events,

current &= well as historical., I mads it

w

point to singi

o

him cut vhensver pozsible to hesr the “"Fue

tarn o viewpoint® or

events of the dz» ringing from Aafgeni

"

tarn and Foland to tre

quxtit., of the G=FG Dependent Zchool

YEtem, He =2lwtawz b33

(1))




an cpinion., Qften our convercssztions concerried everntszs vvhizh
had occurred during the Second World War., This was natural,
He krnew ] was interested in this period fcr it was a time of
ccoperation and callaboration between cur countries ana
armies. There were sewveral pictures around the walls of the
Mission Recidence of édmerican and Fed Arm+ sclidiers
celebrating thg meeting of forces along the Elbe river in
April, 1945, Furthermore the Military Miszions themselves
were an aoutgrowth of the war,

His remarke about the Second World War bothered me

because, although come of what he s3id i€ completely fzlce,

mith o vt ie correct. More importaznt, the Scuwiet wversicn
of the war hzs somehony become Tost in the llest, It is
gimply history we do not teach im cur echocle. The bevw

Soviet =zze

a

rtions are eitther missing or Compietelw

deemphacized in our €tugy of the war vears., I wa

n

al

1n

oothered that so tew LS, &rmy officers have ever been
exposed to the Scoviet versicon of the war. More than
envthirg else the events csurrocunding the Secornd borld War
hzve provided the bazis for our relaticonship with the
Coviets for the past forty years. Their interpretation of

thece evente hae much to do with the wzay they see usz tods-,

tn

No matter hoo stronglsy we disagree, we canro*t acid the fact

that aftter June 1541 Russia was the principal theater of the

[x]
4,

Secors bicrid War and the startling fact that $4 per cent
German ~rmy cacuszsltiezs zutfered betiween Jure 1941 and

fecember 1942 cccurred or the Eastern Front alone. That
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figure is based on documents we captured from the

Germans.(3? Given these facts, how do the Ruessians view

the war?

The FRussian Officer‘s \VMercsion of the Second blorld Llari(4:

The first thing »ou hear from a FRussian is thzt the Souviet

w

Union that won the war against Germany., Thew feel that our

h Q
[ d

war on the kestern Front wass minor, even diversionary in

+

in

rature, compared to whst was happening and, for the mo
part, nsd alreadr happened on the Esstern Front. Mot anix

were the contributions of the U S, and Grezt Britain

insignificant in comparizson with the Souwist e+fort, the
etforte came later thzrn promised 2rnd +ar Yater thzo needed,

roceording to the Soviets, the typicel americzn thinks

n
[n)
+

lzr Vg War I1 ae "Wictory at Seaz,” the irnvaszion at Mormandy

znd the Battle oFf the Bulge -- 2 war Ffoughe in c2ic blood or

gomecne else s eoil, To the Souwiet, The Great Fztrictic Llar

g twenty miltlion liwes jost to & hated aggressor in &

dezperate struggle foo the wery survival of the hemeland.

Foliticalls and ideologically, the Grest Patriotirc vlar wasz &

no Doty ool tema 1

0w

war within a war ——= % war arcart $rom,

3

and marslly above, the Wordtd War among impertaltist powers,

The Eve cf the Tecond lorld War

For 5 Ruscian, the Second IMorld klar was an tnevitable result
of Western imperialtiem. The ecornomic ill= in the Weet which

h2d cxuzed the Firet World War had not been eliminated.




EBoth Germany and Japan wanted to destroy the Scuret Union
and divide its territory between them. They alec wanted
colonies, markets and raw materials which belonged to their
rivals -~ Englanrnd, France and the United States, The‘
agarecssive tendencies of Germarny, Italy and Japan were nat
discourged by the Western imperiz'izt powere. In fact,
there ic evidence toc indicate that sggrecsion was encouraged
€0 long as it was directed from Germany intc the Ezztern
countriesz. Wwhen the Germans began to talk of the need to

find "Lebensraum” (liwving space) in the Eazct and

L1

-+
-+
o

<

me time, free Europe 4rom the "dangers of EBoleshevism,®

-

there waz 2 svmpethetic reaction in many ruling circ

the lLles

[
i d

For example, when Germany marched into austria to

"unity" the German lands in 1938, England, Frzrnce zand the
U.Z. quickly recogrnizea the takeouwer, The Scuiet Union was
the lcudest woice criticizing Kitler's agoresszion and seked

tcr oan internstionzl confererce to find ware to guarantee

the independence of other threatened countriezs. The Western

Fomers, unfcrtunatels, had decided to adopt 2 policy of
Lbargzning vath Hitter, Thiz encouraged Germany to look in

the directicon of (zechoslouvakia, German> demarded

Czectoslousabiz give up the Sudsterland (clearly
= +

part of

m

the sovereigrn state of Czechoglovakia) on the pretest that
it, too, wase = part of the "Germzr lands." fgzuin, the
Scvret Unicn raiced its voice in defenge of the pecples of

Czechoelovabia and even pociticoned & significant part of i+:

armed fcrcez to help the Czechs defend their country from




German aggression. Again, however, the governments of
England and France, anxicus to appeacse Hitler, told the
Czechs they would not give them any military support agairncst
Hitler. Alaong with the United States, England and France
demanded the Czechs give in to Hitler., In spite of the
patrictic teelings of the Czech pecples, the Wkestern Fowers
increaszed their pressure on the bourgecie Government of
Czechoslouwakia neither to resicst nor to accept the help
ctfered by the Scouviet Union,

Howewer, the llestern Poweres were ctill worried that the
Soviet Union might try to block Germany's sejrzure of
sechoclonakizy snd therefore called for an armti-Scooiet
agreement at the expence of the Czeche. Qn 2Z¥ and 20
September, 1528, Hitler, Mucesclini, Chamberlain and Dzladier
met in Munich, The meeting decided how Czechosliouabiz would

e dismembered., EBetraring their own pecple, the rulere of

(]
[
0]
M
o
0
m
(]
DY
—
D1l

zgreed., This was an obvious betraral cince

0w

the (Zezhs could have mobilized seventy divisions compared
to cnly» $ifty—twes in Germanv., But they did not reziet,
«tthough the nited Statez did rnot participate direct)y in
the Murich sgresment, it approved the reszultz, Thre zims

tre bLlestern Fowers at Munich were clear: appezace Hitler

(111
L

that he would rencunce aggression in Western Europe and
imetesd turn easztward where he would surely start a war
agsinst the Sowviet Unicn. The plan bzckfired. By
attempting to turn the Fazcists against the Szuviet Unicn,

the blestern Fowers only incresacsed Hitler

1{)

appetite. In
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March, 1939, Hitler ceized the remzining pasrt of
Czechoslovakia, EBcochemiza and Morawis became German

"protectorastes,” and 2 puppet government was created in
’ =

"

“independent" Slaowakia.
after Germany ceized the Lithuanian port of Memel arnd

demsngsd Foland hamc owver Danmzig, and the Itali F

DY
[11)
(]
n
-
1"

a
a

invag on of ibania, the wiestern Fowers were finally forzegs
to change their tactics., First, they gauve assurances to 2
numbzr of Europezn countries, including Foland, in case of &
German attack on them., Second, England and France entered

intoe negotistione with the Soviet Unicn in order to conclade

2 T VLAl .

2 sgreement 3n0d & pact of mutuesi s1d on Case o4
aggrezsion.  The palicies fcllowed bB» both the Llestern
Foivers anmd the Fasciet stztes hzd led to & deep-rocten

conflict of intereste which made cpen wzr betueen them

rearle rnevitzble, Eoern sz, the Governmernts of Erngland ang
Frarce refused to accept anv trezxty voth the Soviet Unicn
bzzec on principles of egualite znd reciprocite., Uhat

$oilowed iz crne of the most mrsunder

e

tocd pericods in the

Bhistorw ofF tre Szoret Umaon, Higtoriagns in the dlest =1leges

tre Szooet Union dod not mave sufficient effort to concluce

#n agreement 1 th England =nd France., Ther, dezcorobe the

gigrirng of the 10-year Mom-Aggressicn Fact beteoeen Russia 1
i

and Germzsny on Z3I August 1935 a¢ some bind of unerhanded .

betra-z! of world peace. A2 every Fuszian will tell you, Y

rnothirg could be further from the truth, i
b
]

Megotiations Betiieern Eritain, France and the Zoviet Union N

"y

aa & A
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According ta Scviet claims, in March, 193%, the Scuviet Unicn
could clearly cee Germany»’'s intentione to attack Folanma., It
was simply & question of when the attack would occur and
whether Germany would then continue her aggreccion to the
BEast or turn around and launch a westward attack., It was &
fear of the latter thzt cauced EBritain and France to enter
inte negotiations with the Scuviet Union,

The UZEF

n
-
]
A
-
"
«

tried to reach an asgreem=nt,

However, the Eritish and French did not see the danger =z

(14]

ciearlv., Thex tried tco caddle the Soviet Union with
commitmernte which would inevitably» draw the USSR into a war

R

vii th Germany, They tried to obtzain

w

guarantee of Scuret
2td in the event of Germany’'s turning westward, without any
commitmente on their part 4 the Scouwviet Union were attacked
Not conly were the llestern Pouwers irzincere, they were

conducting secret talks at the <

Y]

me time in London during
the Jure and Sugust 1937 in order to form zn mnglo-German
alliance against the Soviet Unicon,

~l1though every minute counted, the Eritieh and Frercr

delegaticorne did not 1y to Moecow, naor did th

T
T
o
al
+
g
-
M
0

+ast zhip., They arrived on 10 August aboczard a uver» =)o
pacsenger-freighter from London to Lenrngrad, Then it
turried cut thece lLleztern delegationz were made up of

second-level cfficialzs wha could nerther decide any vital

military izzue

nor sign any agresment. The Soviet

1o

delegaticn, headed b Gereral Yorzshileow, outlined detailed

plane for Scviet militar~ operaticons in the evert Hitler

LI P LI P IR 2P VAT P UL U UL, UL, EPA WAL G BP U WU 1P ey
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lze premices, would stiffen the Soviet will," ¥ Thusz,
&l though the Fussian wae correct that there wss & public
pledge, the western vercsion ie¢ aleo correct in that
Rooszeuvelt had been pressured by the Russians into a
“promice” tter briewn he could not keep o thew could offer

sometring to their war-weary pecple and, probably, to gsin 3

future bezrgzining point, C&0

Hoe er, 2 chort article ie simply ot the medium to
investigate such charges and counter—charges., The
compressicon of giv vesrs of world histor» into 2 fer pages
cmite more than a2 few details, Books have been written

about ne

b1

rly ewery» paragraph in the Souiet wersicon zs I have

gezcribed 1t and the "truth® mzy never e knowr, At best,
the Souviet version ¢ an agccturate "Socujet version" in it
most bazic form, in eptrit and in elamt. 1+ 1 hsve changed
zrvthing, t 1= that I have strezsed the points of

contradiction with the western wverzion and I have edited out

thes

= guerpresent "puppet-cf-the-imperizlist—poviers”" phrases
trat Llesternere find o unpalatable. Since 1§17, when
tranglating from the Fucsian language, the trarnslation ic

rot complete Just becavsze the words are ch 2 to Enclish,

0
Bd

ng

Even with such & summarized history ot the war, <€

A
@
-
ar

problems are evident with the Soviet version, Az wWith euve

-

version cof Soviet higtory, the hictaorian

in

hawve tried hard to

1

avoid the "miztake" of "bourgecois cbiectiwism," Bourgecis

obilectiviem |

n

ccmething which cccurs when historians,

"while tgnoring the concrete histarical setting, attempt ¢




Froblems with the Scwviet Vercicon:

The Soviet Officer would not be happy with thieg
rendering of his version of the war., He would claim t%at I
have omitted many elemente cf prcof he gave me, and have,
therefore, weakened the Scoviet’'s "cacse." For example, he
told me that Frecident Truman admitted he etapped the

lend-leasce cperation on the day the Llar in Eurcpe ended and

thzt ships enrcute to Russia even turned arcund. Ye

L1

"8
Truman doec admit signing the crder to end lend-leaze and
wrote 1n his memoires "The manner in which the order wacs
erecuted was yntortunate. Crowley [Foreign Economic

“adminiestrator] interpreted the order literall, ang pl

e
[N
m
o
"
pul

embargo on &1l shipmente to Rucscia and to ather Eurcp

b d
w
2

naticone, even to the ertent of having some of the ships

turned sround and brought back to Amer

[n]
/U
2
o
[
=
~
in
+,
[a
3

untoading. The Britiszsh were the hardest hit, but the
Fuscrane interpreted the mouve as especially aimed at

them.," 1S The Soviet QFfficer would havw

L]
Qr
1]
p

ced sbout Cciting

hiec evidernce of Foocsewvelt's promisce for a Second Frormt in

(8

w194

w
t

1¥42, #@And yesz, during his 2% M meeting with Zooiet
Fcreign Minicter Molotoyv, Roosewvelt did authorize Molotoo

"to inform Mr. Stalin that we expect the formzticn of

e

second front this rear." (&) Dezpite Marshall“ s

[{
-+,
T
Qs
M
o
~+
-
m

precsident 1ncicsted that the 1947 dzte be included in the
public anrouncemerit, He apparently felt, in the words of

Charles Echlen, that "encouragement, even when based on




tnan 174 divieionse., In the war against the USSR, Germzny
had lost 10 million men, which conctituted three-quartere of

cuverall lossees in World War I1.
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July, 1945, the USA, England and China demanded Japarn-

wn

unconditional surrender, UWhen Japan refused, the Souviet
Government, having already abrogated the Soviet-Japanece
neutrality agreement on S April ,194%, anncunced to th;
other three powere that the USSR would enter the war agairst

Japan.

Orn ¢ August, 'n response to Allied calle fcr

ascistance, 1.9 million Soviet trocops in the Far East

iaunched an cffenztue against the Japaneze Kuozntung &rme,
The ships of the Facific Fleet and the trocops of the

Fecople = Fepublic of Mongolisz icined the cffernzive 2t the

i

game time. Er the end of August, the Regd Army had tZrcec

(X))
m

the Japaresze $rom Marmchuriz, Scuthern khalin, *the Kurile
Izlande, and WNorth Korea., &= the Scuwiet Unicn was preparing
tc enter the war with Japan, the Americans dropped tweo
stomic bombs, on & and § August, on the Japsnese citieg of
Hiroshimz and Magasaki, killing and maiming & quarter of =
millien of the inhabitantz., This, the Souiets cay, wig &
bxrtaric example of the use of an atomic wespaon, ot
provaked By military pnecesssity., By dropping the bombs on

the Japarnezse citiesz, the U.S. wzs trying to frighten the

entire world, especially the Socuiet Urnion,

The Secong World Lar, which lasted six »eare, ended
with the complete defeat cf the Fazcicst aggresszors., The

Scviet armed forcez, in the course of the war, had destrcyed

S0& 172 German divisione and 100 divisions belonging to i
Germzn zztellites, The “1lies, however, desztroyed nc mors
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troope in & very difficult position. Responding to s &
Janvary, 1945, requecst for help from Prime Minicster
Churchill, the Red Army launched a large-scale offensive on
12 Januvary, eight days earlier than planrned. As a regblt,
the Germans cut short their attack on the llestern Front and

began moving divisions with all <speed into the battle cn the

Eastern Front. The parallel between Stzlin‘s

n
9
o
n

el
L)

a
1]
T

+
m

regquest for help and the Allied responce to

0w
-
04
Fy]
[
hg
n
-+
+
]
A
30

Second Fraont is not stated but is obvious.

In the forty daye of the 194S winter cfferszive, the Fed
Aarmy drove the German Fascicte from three hundred towmsz,
took more thanm 2,400 railway staticone, ceized aboat =
hundred muniticns: factories and tock prisconer more than

350,000 enemy officer and men,

Or 12 AEril Socviet Forcez were in place to begin the

finzl aszz:zult, the zttack cr EBerlin, The trocpe commanded

Ev Marsghz11s Zrhuboy a2rnd Fone met frerce reziztance, On 22
“pm1l the csoldiers of the st Byeloruecian and lst Wrainizn

$-zIrtz, meetong v o the regoon of Fotedam, surrourgded 211 tme
ernem, forces 1n EBerlin, On the River Elbe, nezr the toorn of
Targsu, units of the 1s* hrz,nian Front met up oith units

o+ tne lst American @rmy,  On 2 Mz the EBerlorn garriscn

csurrerndered and Hitler committed cuicide, The Scoviet trocops

took priscner a cecond group of more than 200,000 Germzn
eoldiers asnd cftficers 1n the EBerlin region.
~lthough the Great Fatrictic War was cover, the Seccond

Liortiag Llzr had not ended viith the detest of Lermany, In




The Rattle of Kursk, in the Scuviet view, made Hitler’s
defeat inevitable.

Between 2& November and 1 December, 1932, Stalin,,
Roocevelt and Churchil)l met in Teheran and, over Churchill’s
oppositicn, decided to open the Second Front in Western
Eurcpe in May 1944, From the Soviet viewpaint, it was clear
that the USSR wae now capable of defeating Germany with ite
o forcez and the Americans were Jjust as interested in

€

tzblisking their influence tand ,at the same time
blocking Scvget influence) in Lisstern Eurcpe ats they were ir

taking precesure off the Fed Army.

Firzlly, two years late, the Anglo-mmerican troops
commarnded by General Eisenhower landed in MHormandy, met with

noced into the heart of

[

practically no cpposition snd ady

France. Almost gimultanecue with the Normandy operaticon, 2

mazcive Soviet offensive cleared EBrelorussia of Germ:

"W

T
forcez and utteriy destroved German Army Group "Center,” At
the call of the Frernch Communicst Farty, an armed upricing

began o 19 August and defeated the Fascist forces 1 Far:

m

Irn 2 few dzve the Allied forcee entered Faris which had

slread, beern liberated k&~ the Patriot

Ir December, 1%43, there were 204 enemv diviciong, 180
of them German, cn the Esstern Fromt. On the Ltestern Front
fewer thazn sevent» German divisions opposed the
Ang) c=mmerican trocps, Howewer, even with thece 1imited

forcesz, Hitler was able to arg

3

nize a counter-attack on the

beztern Front in the Ardennes, whicht put the Arglo-ATerican




war, but Stalingrad wae the perchological and politicazl

turning point,

However, there was an agreement, a "promice," to open =
Second Front in Europe. In 1942 the UZ4 arnd England hag
enormous military and technics) reserves for waging war in
Europe. Besides that, seventy per cent of the Germazn Arm.
wae concentrated on the Ezxcstern front., Howewver, there mzs
nc Second Front in 194z, And there was no Secocnd Fronmt ar
1943, The Scviets are wery blunt abcut this., The &
Nouwember , 1932, Allied landings and military cperaticnz in
North Africa did not caucse Germany to mouve cne divisiorn from

the Ezstern Fromt., In their vercicn, the Llezterr Fouers

"delikberatelsy"” deceived the Sooiet Unraon The U,
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Ergland preferred to "watch" the cource of suvsnt
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evpected evhausticon to et in or both sides. “e the
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vnoopening the Sezond Frornt only postponed Hitler z dedeat

arnd condemrned millione more to death., For three vear
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Sowiet Uniorn fough? practic=ll, on her oon aga'rn
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forces.

Folloving the uictors
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Stzlingrad the Scoiet 4
leurcheo successful offensrves sgainst Kurehk, bharbou and
the Bzsin of the Dom, From July 1942 to Februszrs 15432 the
Germzrie, according to the Fuszziarmg, lozt approvimately one
and = hzlf millicn mer killed and wounded. In the later

campaigne of 1%43, nearl» two-thirde of the Scocviet sorl

temporzrily cccupied by the Fazcicete hzad teern liberated.




during the first critical year of the war, ther had little
practical significance for the Soviet Union. In fact, in
the spring of 1942 the United States arnd Great Britain
csuspended their delivery of cupplies to the northern ﬁgrta
of the USSR and did mot start them up again urtil eight
monthe tater. Delars such as this cccurred repeatedly and
cericusly impaired relatione with the &llies, Lkicrse »et

Lernd-Lleszse csupplie

[1(]

m

re zkruptly terminzted the nerw
the war ended, and esome ships on the way to the USSR were
actuzlly turned back. The promice of a mascive

reconstruction Yoan wzxs broken.

Although casualty figures differ grextly betiween the
Germz- szzcocunts anmd those of the Red #&rmy» on the Easterr

Front, the btasic accountsz of the ferccity of f.ghting and
the magnitude of the battles from the Brest fortress,
through Smolensbk, biew, and on to Udessa, Moscow, Leningrad
and, ewventuzlly, Stalingrad are not in dispute, Clearis the
Battle 4cr Moszcow bBrought anm end to the legend of the
"invincible" Dermean Army. It was the first grezat defezt o~
Hitler s forces i the whole cource of the war,

Cre i1l not hezr or read much about the basttlesz on *the

Ezstern Frormt in blestern accounmts of the war, Eu+ there

nc guestion thst the heaviest burden of fighting the Germ:zn

fell squarely on the ¢shouldere of the Red Army. Hormznds
wae never the turning point of the Sescond Waorld War. The

Battle of Stalingrad alone dessruves that honcor. The batt!

T
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$or kursh and Brelgorcod were the decigsive battlee of the
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the European countries it had already occupied. The Germans
were fully mobilized and alreadyr had two years of combat
experience. Since the Germane had no other pressures on

them in the West they were shle to concentrate the bulk of

their srmed forces on the Eacstern front. The Germans were

(]

fighting side by side with forces from Itzl», Finland,
Fumzniz, and Hungary and were receiving as well aid from
Japan, Spsin, BulQaria and Turker., Additicnall», the
pozzibility of a sudden attack from Japan forced the Zoviet

Cocmmand tc mzintain armed forces readr in the Far East ==

mell ags in the Caucasus to block & possible attack by

Turbey,
The German attack on the Soviet Union wzs grested vt
undieguiced giee in reacticnzry circles of the Univten States

and England. Clearlys, it was folt, the UZIF woLl1d te bled

white 35 3 reszsult of the war and cecome dependsrnt on the
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Hoiwever, there wer
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the U.2., and England who realized that collabor Fioon o th

i

1¢
m

-
in
)
-+,

+
g
L g

irocountrae

the USZF was in the lcocnog-term inters
“t the Mozcow three-power conferernce, the UZZFR, USw an2

Ergland agreea to include the Scouiet Union in the Lerad-Les

m
T

Aot Additionally, the US4 geave the Sowiet Union crecit on

the amouynt of 1,000 millieon dollare., The USSR wiculd suppl

K

the U.S, and England vith raw materiale +or war production,
The West hae made +ar tcc much cut of their csupport
throughk the Lend-Leasze Act. The supplies of munitione &ara

mzr materiale vere irregular, there were lcrng delave and,




betraved the French nation. Parie wae declared an "open
city" and surrerndered to Hitler without a fight, &wlzo in
June, Italy entered the war and began her cffensive in Morth
Africa three monthe later. German troope Jdcined the ’
Italiane and, in the spring cof 1941, the Fascistes began an
offensive in Libra. However, there were no rezerves
avzilable fcr the offensive in North Africa cince the
Germans already» were concentrating their for

ces to attack

L

the Soviet Lnian.
In preparing +or this attack, Hitler establizhed
control cver Rumania (October 1940, and subiugzted Hungsry

under the rule of the Fascist ~dmiral Horthy., The Germsarn

ertered Bulgasria (March 19413 and in April, 1540, Yegoslaors
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and bGreece were cccupied and dismembered. In the
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y #lmost the entire European continent had been corenrun
B Hitler. The Germane had 2cjuired erncormaus reserves of

bcth men and materizle, And pow Hitler looked to the Ezcst.

The Grezat Fatrictic llar
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Or the morning of 22 June, 1941, Germany attazchked the
heior v tn 190 divigionzs, The front=1line units of the Red
“rme fought under the most difficult conditrons. Luring

these early dave the Red Arms had to fight
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Germany and her zlliez., The Facsciste took adeantage of
their supericority in men and equipment. The German ecoraom.-
had, up to the moment of attack, beern directed towards wsar

production, Germznr had st 1te dizposxl the resources of
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three weeks of fierce fighting defeated the Finrnich armed
forces. It ie important, the Soviete stress, that thexr
ended the war and cigned the peace tresty on the same,pay -
12 March, 1%40. Thus the Russiane limited themselves to
making cnly the "minimum demande" consistent with securits
of the border ares.

For eeven months after the invasion of Foland there was
virtually no military activity on the Wlestern Front.
~1though the reszcurces of France and England were far
supericr to thosze of Germany, the Western Fowers kept true

to their Munmich paolicy and led Hitler to belisve he would be

hQ

allowed 5 #ree harnd in the Ezast, This pericd is rightfully

t

called "The Phoney War", even 1n the We

m

Im April, 1940, Hitler s forces oczupied Norway ard

Dermark which prowided further procf of the failure of the

Muriich policy., Chamberlzin wze forced to recigr arnd was
replaced by Churchill. In May the Germance seized the

Netherlande, Belgium ang Luvembourg., Hawing passed north of
the Magirot Line, thew pushed to the North Sezx ard charnel
coacgt driving approximately 340,000 Eritich troops beck o
the ez 2%t Dunkirk., Hitler etopped hics adrance and 2)'omed
the Briticeh to evacuste their ecldiers still hoping to be
able to mate a temporary pezce with Churchill to sategquard
hie rear in the west,

Crn 5 June, Hitler <swung ccouth toward Farve. Although
the French were rezd~ to fight, particulazrly the French

communicets, the Goverrnmert of banbers and industrialists
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protect the life and property of tre llestern Ukrainianes and
Brelorussiars (which had illegally been included az & part

of Poland in 1920) the Scuwiet Union Kept the Germans out of

the eastern third of that country, by cccup»ing it
The war was spreading and the Soviet Union was becomirg

increasingly concerned over its own securitx», OF special

corcern was the so-caliled "Mannerheim Line," & seriez of

huge fortitications in Finland which could be used ags &

"

pringbocard for an attack on the UESR. At that time, it
shovld be roted, the Ecuwiet-Finniesh border was
kilometere from Leningrad., The Finnish government refucsed

offers of = mutual &id agreement and rejected negotisticr

concernirng the exchange of Finnish territory near Lenirgrad
¥or twice as much territory northwest of Lake Onegzx. AT the

znd of MNouvember, 173%, the Finns shelled a Soviet wvillag

£

ard the Scoviets were forced to take retzliatory measure

m

The Scoviet-Finnish war was a difficult war o th

T

Soviet Urnion. Much of the fighting was in extremely cold

westher (-45C), deep snow drifts, and in & region of lav

3 4
"m

#nd den

"0

¢ foreste which prevernted mascsive marneuvers and
flarmbing movements, The Mamnerhesim Line was muzh more
formidable thanm originmally thought and the Finms received &
large amount of supplies from the anti-Scviet circles in the
UsA, Erngland and France., The UZA alore lent Finland ten
million dollarse, againzt which that country was supplied
arme at giwe-away prices, The renewed Fed wrmy offencive on

the Karelianm icsthmue begsn 11 Februsary, 1940, and after
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Stalin consented to the German proposal., Im stark contracst
to the procrastina 'on and mode of travel of the Wectern
powers’ representatives, Ribbentrop arrived in Moscow py
plane on 23 August. Negotiatione were opened immediately
and an agreement was signed on the ewvering of the same d:=-r,
The Soviete are adamant abcut thie interpretation of
the history leading to the signing of the Hitler-Stalin
Non-aggression FPact., It ie the basic for their claim that
the causes of the Second Weorld War lay in the inability cf
the EBritish, French and bourgecis government of Foland to
conclude a defencsive agreement with the Scviet Union., These
countries could not do s, the Scvitse maintain, becauze of
their blind hatred for the world's first socialist etate,
The real pity of the failure to reazch agreement, and all

sides agree on this, is that such an agreement cculd very

€

o

€£ily have prevented the Second World tlar.

The Start cf the Second borld War

O 1 September, 1937, German» invaded Foland. Having

promised aid to Foland, both England and Frarnce declared war

m

on Germany on 2 September. Heoever, Jjust as they had
betraved Czechoslavakia earlier, one hundred and fifteen
French and Englizh divisions etocd idly by, oppozed by, at
the most, only twenty—three German divicions., The Soviets

believe that the lLlestern Powere both expected and hoped

Germsry would mouve ag

or

inet the Sowviet Linion after ite deteszxt

of Poland. In order to prevent this poszibility and to
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attacked EBritain and France, in the event he attazcked Poland
and Rumania, and in the event of an attack on the USSK uszing

the routes through Finland, Ectonia and Latvia. These plans
included exact numbers of Soviet divisions, br type, the
numbere of gune, tanks, planes, etc. The French and Britich
detegations had ne similar plans., They were intrested in
ectabliching enly gerneral principles,

In the Soviet view, the real stumbling bBlock in the

oti

0w

re ticne was the British and French procrastination

[Ja]

concerning the Scoviet demands for transit rights for Souwrst
troope through Folieh and Fumanmian territory., d@Apparentls,

the Britizsh and French Gowerrmente expected the Souvrets to

wage war with Germany from the air, bBut under no

circumstances would she be allowed to move her forces

through Folieh tercitory. The tadks were suzpenoed +or
three dars beginning on 18 August while the Scuviets waited
for 3 reply to their proposals and, finzily, were broben cff
on 21 fAugust when no reply wa2s received,

Orn 20 August Hitler cent a cable to Sts'in cffering &
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Framce and Eritsin or he could accept German- ¢ offer., E-
virtue of arn agresmnet with Germany, the Scviet Union would
be able to avert the dangerous threst of wsr on twe +ronts,
to neutrzlize the anti-Scuiet bloc which the imperialicts

were

"w

ecretly megotiating, and, at the cams time, to gain

the time necessar: to strengthen Scvret deferzee. Thus,

0




argue this or that propccsition, arbitrarily

icclated factlings [faktiki - "small facte"
cut of cnntext, without relasticn tc the who
problem witn this, as George F, Kennan hac

one wonld suspect that "facts” z2re hicectoric

or alleaged or sug vh e
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ested circumstances,
preconceived ideclcgical interpretat cn cf
prcceze and are therefore to be treated vt

ircumstarnces which
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be marked bv the swbward gualits of havinz
occurred, fail to serve this preconcerved
gnd are therefore to be despiced. (100 It

herd for western hiztorians
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“Grnother major problem with the Sooier

econd World War wze caused

LA)]

concerning the

publicehed material before 1554 that »e
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rearly every det
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the =reed cf the German adwances n 1%40 arn

"planmed” b+ Stzlin to draw the lLlehrmacht deep into Russia

exhauct the Germans and deteat them b» enci

crushing blows, Etalin’s name was mentione

e Stalin crecit for

il of the Scwiet campaigns

celecting
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rclement arnd

d at least thre

timez a page. 11> It ie no woender most blestern versions

written betore 1952 had troubkle $inding, le

evaluzting, ditferences of interpretaticn,
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Evern after 125¢ there was & sense of secrecy and

d

D Qg

remcteness surrcunding the Eastern Front. 1t was assum

all Russian writinge were nothing but ex poszt facto

{ raticnalizations since believable Scviet versions did not

5 appear until the cold war had already heated up. The Germz-

; versions of the battles on the Eacstern Front were 211 that
Western historians had to go by for & long time. Al though

4 the Germars wrote prolifically, ard zaccurately, about the

vears 1%731-1943, there iz very little in the German memoires

about the "yezre of defeat” after 19473, German accounts

Elame failuree alon the Eaztern Front on Hitler -— the

ne
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familiar "etab in the bzck." WAleo, it is poszible the

Germanz were telling us what e wanted to hear,
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csian wersion surely must hawe angered lle ro
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# frequent ethnocentric asserticns, such as the

AtYied forces advanced into Normandr after O-Zaw "with

practically no opposition.” In fact, there’'s comething to

upset comeone in the West in just a=bout every paragraph of

the Scviet wersion, Couple this with the arnoving Sovigt

hatort of using communiet termz and espressicrns which are not

accepted in western circles a3 hzving anyw ectablished

[{

cscientific meaning, and you hwxuwe "histor»" that ie herd to

believe and essy to ignore.,

Finzlly, there ig no emall problem with the factsz, as

we know them, For example, the Scuviet figure of total

Germzrz Killed on the Eastern Front ie tern million.,. That 1

abicut three timee greater than Germzn clazimz of the losces

e




sutfered on all fronts cf the war, (12) @Additicnally, much

ic omitted frem Soviet accocunts., The militzry purges which

<o dDARERACER YR

caused three ocut of five Marshalls cf the Sciet Union to

.

. disappear, to cay nothing of the raste of dissppearance of
ﬂ the Arm» and Corps commanders ie simply not dicscueced. To
i use the Scuviet euphemicem, in operational units there was 2

"eguere chortage" of trained commanders. (13Zy MNot untroe,

but &leg not particular)y helpful to historians., And no one

haz been

0

bBle to calculate how many Russians Stzxlin himeeid4
Filled., Theose who have tried give twernty millicon deac

during Stalin‘e reign, ac & conservative trmat &
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Stephan Cohern has €a1d o well, "Judged conl» E» the number
of victime ard leaving aside important differences beticen

the to regimesz, Stalinism created a haoalocaust greater than

.....

Hitler s." 14y Thzt Scuvret hiztoriane f2il to nctice suth
things az the murder cof twenty mellion of their fello

ccurtremen n ther open accounts causes an urderstargxble

credrbilty gap in the West,

Hzogver, evern parancids have real enemies, wrd the

Sxretz: Zxn omabe & caze xgxingt our version of the fezond
jider 1 llar 2z wmell,
Probdems itk the blestern L'erszion:

Our veresicocn <

¥ the Second Morld War could provide &
“cace ztudy" of the problems created b» ethnocentriem.,. To &

certa'n e -ternt 1t ha

. Mr. Ken Focoth, at the Univere t»

Coliege of Welez, usez the wizr and the cold vzr following it




to cutline many of hie arguments in hics book Strategy and

Ethnocentrism, For example, he points out that in Lidde!}

Hart's The Hictory of the Seceond blorld War "...the campaigns

in Russia, which settled the icscue, were virtually treatesd
acs a3 cide chow. Escentially it reads as a volume in the
history of the EBritish Arm»."(15» He goes on to point ocut
that "all the elements of ethnocentric percepticn were
brought together in the cold war." We did not appreciate
the Scviet e problems, feel their pain, understand their
ambitions, or internalize their experience. Nor did ther

.

when they lcoked west, (14D In The Fusso-hermar !
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- 1
1541-1%4%, Albert Sezton wrote 250 pages On events CICUPTIng
up to 1742 and only S0 pages to cover the pericod after 194%,

Simply st2ted, our fathers, uncles and brothers did not
fight on the Eastern Front, Therefore, no matter how much

ot the Second World War happened in Ruzsia, gur wersion will
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e the war in the FPacific and in Western Eurore.
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he war to our fathere, and to ue, their children,
In all f3irrnecse, cur ethnocentrism haes reculted more in

& deemoroa

rd eserieg of omissions thanm 1n cutright

[:3]

fzlzvficxtion, FAnd, given Scuiet scurces before (5C¢
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lread~ drscuszed, this is partially understzndable.
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Additionally, as military historians frequently poant cut,
there are numerous problems regarding the size, as well as
the availability of unpubliched research materials., U.S.
Army records alore weigh 17,120 tone and fi11 188 miles of

f1ling cases. (17 Since the history baced con these records




ie scheduled to include eighty volumes, cne must, cf

necessity, be highly celective and rely heavily on cfficial
histories. It is in the process of "selection” that
historians ternd to overemphacize the battlec of Nestef%
Eurcope. Ethnocentrism sside, the svailable material is on
"our" war ifn the Llecst, and there is plenty toc kKeep

historians busy there,.

It ha
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nly been in the last tern years thst manyr
gozuments on the Zecond World War have been declaszzitied.
“nd the process goes on today., FAs documents are
declacszified, the hictorian is frustrated by having to mare

maruccript revisions a¢ the recearch becomee dated.

b d

Furthermore, mzry documentsz simply remain closed to

urnofficial recearch
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. (18 UWe had cuppresced much of the

Second lorld llar be
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use of the rcle of ULTRM, MAGIC arn

varicus 1ntelligence cperaticns during the war, wme th

in

trformatoon findzs ite wiary onto the open follcowin

IE!

declazsz i fication at 20, 25 and 40-vear interwvzl

, tt would
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the more impaortant the contribution of ULTFRA tc
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the wzr, the 1 effective ocur military fcrces vould appesr

to have peen., Thie, coupled with Soviet claim

oFf haoarng
won the war, together vhith cur timing our entraznce 1nto the
war n Europe o 2z to get to Berlinm and draw & line across
Eurcpe tetcre the Scviete wert "past" EBerlin hezaded west,
mightt encourage come hard questions. First, vias our

invazicrn of France nterded to "help" the Sovviets or to




"stop" them from epreading their influence, if not their

forces, throughout Europe, or both?

Another problem with the Western version of the war is
more difficult to undercstand tham ethnocetrism, which ;an
happer by accident. The stud» of the Sowviet Union became a
large academic profecsion during the worst vears of the cold
war. There was some study, mostly language, Viterature, and
hietory before the Second World War, but cericus funding,
erganizations, etc. did not occur until the 1940¢ snd 1950¢
when the U.S. and U.S.%.R. were confronting each other +rom
Korea to Europe, and again, after Sputnik was launched in

1757

. Az 3 result, Scoviet academic studies

Wi
[ng

ecame & highly
politicized profession. The main resscone to write about the
Soviete after the war was to e¢how that "Communiem was e 1"
ar that we needed tc "Know the enemy better." me Stephan
Cchern points cut, the field of Soviet studies “...took
shape, after all, in & poisconous atmosphere of witch-hunt in
the educaticnal profescicon that included House Un—@merican

“tctivities Committee’e investigation into "Commurnist Methoods

cf Infiltreticon" in 15952, the firing of at leazst six hundred
professors and teachere across the country, distovalty
allegations againet many more..." "Lower—leuvel tezchers of

Scwviet and other Communist affaire particularly felt the
poltitical etress and need to conform.” <19y Cchan notes the
problem is €till with ue todar. "Not surprisingly," he

writes, "revizioniet echolarz etill worry zbout appearing tc




be "softheaded" or "socft on Communism," if only because thst
might Jjeopardize their accecss to policy circles.”" (20?

Can we really be writing accurate history that saye
anything even neutral abcout a country our President is
calling "an Evil Empire?" "Faccues of Evil" and “aeh heap cf
history" remarks are pretty rough on an academic commurnity
still trying to urnwrap the "myetery incide an enigma" but it
probably doesn’t make that much difterence because few are
influenced by the academic writers anyway., Unlike any other
country in the world, the bacsic literature of the Scuiet

Unicon ie dominated by non-academic writers, from lapsed

D

Communict
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and emigres to government analyetes and
Journalists, Think back to the books that have hal the
greztest impact on the way you feel about the Souiet Unicon,

Could they include Hedrick Smith“s The Fussianes, Andrew

Czevburn’s Inside the Souviet Threat, Arkads Shevchenbo’s

Erezabing with Mascow, or the bocks by Uiktor Suworou or

“levander Sclzhenitsyn? Llhere are the historians and
acsdemic writers?

Finally, there ics ancther good reascon why we may have &
diztortes vwier cf the higtory of the war —-- ignarance, In

the August-September 1982 iccue of "Public Cpinicon,"
Bernjamin J. Stein reporte on, zg he calls it, the sstcunding
level of igrnorarce of the Southern Lalifornia teenager,
Granted, it was not a scientific surver, but he described
talking to a student at USC who did nat have any clear ide:z

wher the Second lWorld War was fought. She believed it vz
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cometime this century (a jcurnalism majfor!>., Even mcore
difficult to understand, she was not sure which side Fussi s
was on and whether Germany was on cur s€ide cor againet us.
In fact, Mr, Stein writes, "I have not yet focund one szng1e
student in Locs angeles, in either college or high schootl,
who ccould tell me the yeare when World War 11 was fought.”
*0f the teenageres with whom I work, none had ever hezrd of

Wisdimir Ilyich Lerin. ("lacs he the drummer with the

Be

"

tlez before Ringo Starr?") Only one ccould identify Jozefd
Stalin, ("He wae president Jjust before Roosevelt.") None
had ever heard of the Warcsaw Fact, Hore could tell me what
NaTO stood for, ("@aren‘t they the cnes who put up the <pace
chuttle and 211 those thinge?") (2!}

"1f & etudent has no idea when World War Il waz and who
the combatants were and what they fought cver, that came
tumzar bBeing iz likely to be ignorant of Jjust what this
society etands for. If we are going to upgrade our
educaticonal swetem, if we are going to start tesching zgain,
I hope we will begin b» instructing young Americans with
historical facte and with coancepts about why» the society i1¢
worth preserving, Feople who do not walue what ther have
rarel> keep it for long, and neither will we., " (220

1 311 of this sounds "made up" to »ou, I recommend »ou
do what I did when I firet heard of Stein’s article. 1
acked twenty American €cldiers in my unit if they could tell
me when the Seceond Llorld llar waz fought., I accepted any

arzvier close to 1740 and two managed to get it right. The

3/
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answere I received confused World War I] with the
Revolutionary, Civil and Korean wars. Ewven though my unit
did better than the city of Los Angeles, I wss very
dissppacinted,

High Scheool and College students may not need to Know
what happened on the Eastern Frant in the Secand blorld War.,
U.S. army Officere certainly do need to krnow what happerned

there.

Conclusicn:

It

[U]

eems strange to be caying on the 40th anniversary
of the end of the Second World War that an zccurate versicon

oFf the war i somewhere in between the Sowviet ard the

Western versions., N2 matter howsver free of bizs our
dedicated hictorians try to precent their czses abcut the
wzr, for Americans the war in the Facific amd the invasion

of occupied France and the fight to Berlin wil) alwavs be

the key eventz of the Second World War, For the British it
tiit) be the campszigns in France, Morth Africa and Burma that

will never be forgotten., Fo- the Soviets who liwved through

the Germarn inuasicon of their country, the *00-d

¥ oseige of

Lerningrad, the ssige of Stalingrad and the defenze of Mozcow

0

are their memoriese of the war. For them the war on the

Eacstern Front will aluiaws be the deci

iy

ive struggle of the
war. An> attempt te ectabliceh an "internaticnal
underctanding” of the eventz of the war which disreqards

theze differences of background will have little chance of
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success. The best we can hope for is a history of the war
that precents a more balanced picture than we have today --
a history that, at lteast, minimizes the distortione and
precente all the facts, ’

ke in the Weest will never fully undercstand the
intensity of the hatred and the ferocity of the fighting
between the Scoviets and the Germans., This was no war fought
in cold blocd. A Scviet version af "Hogan’s Heroz" is
totally unthinkabkle. The Second biorld War wae the most
significant event in the history of the Scuiet Unicon, The
horrore of thet war, the terrible loses, and the nearnecss tco

dete

1Y

t have had their effect on all who survived it. Lhen

it

w
[N

12

itizene have been taught that Britain, Frznce and the
Uriited States acted in wars stongly anti-Scoviet before,
during and after Russia’'s pericd of greatest need, i1t i
eazier to urderstand their suspicions of all ldestern

initiztives, Their history, or their version of cur common
hiztory, hat taught them to distruset us. In this way ther

percertions of histary may» be more important than the facte.

L0}

~z George F. Kenrman wrote twent»—-five yeare ago, "Among

Tu)}

thocse of us who word in.,.lthel...f1eld of higtorical study,
y I am sure, who would not be free to admit
that the westernm countries have from time to time made
cseriouz mistakesz in the relations with the Souviet Union., 1
know cf none of us who is committed to proving that our =i1de
wae without fault and that the diplomzcy of the other sids

conzicted exclusively of willainvy, 14 & ccrrezponding

Fatt maadh S S g
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forbearance could only be shown on the other side, I for one
could hope that the study of hictory might be, ac it ehould
be, one of the means by which each of our countries cqyld
gain & measure of perspective with regard to itself and b

-/

which we could begin tc reduce the differences of outlook
that now divide us.” (22

Ligtening to & kriowlegeable Fussian talk about th

Dd

history of the Second Ulorld blar as he underztandes 1t

i
a
o

uncom¥ortable experience, It couces the westerner to
reconzider some of the baszic azsumpticons about the war which

have besn taught as unguestionable facts of histors (n our

public and military schoole, &t first, 1t ow

1
"
w
"
-+
Al

ez
rationalize the difference in perspective. He kretw lezs
abiout the events outside the Eastern Front then 1 knew abous

the BEzxztermn Front. His vercsicn of evernts sz

"

cuersimplified. He undoubtedls suspected that some of the

things he had besn taught were not true —-- although he neuver
gaid €2, Howewser, it had alwswye been clear to me that e

had ot given the Ru

imn
m

iamns proper credit 4o their

cortribath

ornz to the war in Eurcpe. Further, I begsn to

{ 91 tr

e zt althcagh 1 may not hzue been tazught lTies, 22 the

Fozziane wer

o

s 1 had certsinlw

not beern taught the whol

Al
L4 ]

trutn., What made me

w

o very uncomfortable was th

T

reslization that there are manv people in the West who are
planning strategy, making sssescements and policy decicians

from vers high positions who ere not seware of the Scoviet

e Ot W W T e e T e S e . aacataa _ac
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vercion of the war yeare and admit tc no problemes with cure.
It worried me thenr and it still warries me.

We have written cur histories of lorld tar I1 to
emphacize our battles and neQlected the mzicr campaign; of
the Allies and the main course cf the war. On the other

hand, the Soviets intensely study their war to gauge its

applicability to the preparation and conduct of contempoor

w

r
war. What better, more practical, reascn to Know mare abaut

"their" war. Qur hictorians mar quietly murmur "mesz Z3°

Lo}
- L]

but our Army Officers in the 1920z zre not ztudring the
tactics and doctrine of the most prolongesd and massive war

in histery, That, in itself, ic painful to sav to & U2,
military cfficer, It becomes more painful to say thise also

happens to b

D

the history of the tactics, etrategyr, and

.-

doctrine of our most pouenful poterntiz) enemy todar, Ltk 2
makes 1t most painful is that it wae a Russian armw QOfficer

== &and he would be & gocd cne in any Army —-- who teld me so.
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